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Crafting a Driving Question Rubric

As you write your driving questions, use this rubric to evaluate the strength of your question.

Advanced

Proficient

Basic

Open-ended

The question allows for youth
to adequately answer the
question and take full
ownership over the project.
They will be able to fully
answer the question that will
show understanding of the
content.

The question somewhat allows
for youth to adequately
answer the question and take
some ownership over the
project. They will be able to
answer the question that will
show understanding of the
content.

The question does not allow
for youth to adequately
answer the question or take
full ownership over the
project. They will not be able
to answer the question to
show understanding of the
content.

Creates sub-questions

The question has sub-
questions that need to be
answered before the problem
is solved.

The question has some sub-
questions that need to be
answered before the problem
is solved.

The question has no sub-
questions that need to be
answered before the problem
is solved.

Provocative and Relevant

The question sustains youth
interest during the entire
project and challenges them
to go beyond the obvious.

The question somewhat
sustains youth interest during
the entire project and
somewhat challenges them to
go beyond the obvious

The question does not sustain
youth interest during the
entire project and does not
challenge them to go beyond
the obvious

Actionable The question challenges youth | The question somewhat The question does not
to do or create something. challenges youth to do or challenge youth to do or
The question is able to engage | create something. The create something. The
youth. question somewhat engages question does not engage

youth. youth.

Interesting The question is based on real- | The question is somewhat The question is not based on
world situations that will ignite | based on real-world situations | real-world situations that will
interest in youth that will ignite interest in youth | ignite interest in youth

Challenging The question encourages The question somewhat The question does not

youth to confront different
situations

encourages youth to confront
different situations

encourage youth to confront
different situations

Consistent with academic
needs and student interests

The question addresses an
identified need, focused on a
particular issue.

The question addresses
something that could be a
need and is not really focused
on any particular issue.

The question does not address
an identified need and does
not focus on a particular issue.
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